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IN MEMORY, THEY WILL BE MISSED  

CITIZEN  OF THE MONTH 

 Lucille Rudolph  

Nominate your favorite Citizen  of 
the 

 month and notify  Kendra at:  
brinnoncrierskendra@gmail.com  

it’s your newsletter speak up !  
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Sherry Adcock 
I am nominating Sherry Adcock for Citizen of  
The month. I  didn’t know anything about the 
Newsletter business when I took over the 
helm of the Brinnon Crier. But Sherry did,  
Sherry founded 
the Crier. She has been a support, a source 
of wisdom, and I have discovered her  
Appreciation of those around us who give of 
themselves to make our town a better place to 
live and raise our families. 
 
    She  organizes fund raisers, shopping and 
cooking, preparing a feast– and smiling the whole w ay through, And making us 
laugh . It makes us all proud to live here, and fee l the  togetherness  of  a Com-
munity Dinner.  She is a valued supporter of the Br innon School, pitching in 
and helping  where needed, and  again, the fund rai sers !  Just ask her about 
the School Auction~ She is a wealth of knowledge wh en it comes to upcoming 
events. Sherry has given me a Mother’s support, a t eacher’s  patience, and a 
neighbors camaraderie. I know I am only one  of man y. I admire Sherry for her 
deep sense of community, and her non-stop, no nonse nse contribution she 
has made to our wonderful town of Brinnon.  There a re many  ways she helps 
and many organizations that she 
is part of. I wanted you to know how she has helped  me, and the Crier. 

Thanks Sherry~  Contributed by your Editor 
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January  Birthdays  



Welcome to an-
other year of the Brinnon Crier.  Our 
intent is the same; to inform the commu-
nity of local events.  Should you have 
something of interest you’d like to see in 
the Crier you may leave a message at the 
Community Center or e-mail us 
at:brinnoncrierskendra@gmail.
com Our deadline has changed, It is 
now the 25th of the month so that we can 
get the newsletter out closer to the first 
of the month. If this date is not met, your 
ad or article will not appear in that issue 
of the Crier.  The Brinnon Crier is pub-
lished by the Brinnon Senior Organiza-
tion. Also available at http://
brinnoncommunity.blogspot.com  
You can receive the emailed color ver-
sion of the Brinnon Crier by sending 

your request to  brinnoncrier-
skendra@gmail.com   

Brinnon Crier Advertising  
Rate Schedule per month  

Business Card Ad $5.00 
1/6 page Ad $7.50 

1/3 page Ad $14.50 
1/4 page Ad $11.00 
1/2 page Ad $21.50 
Full page Ad $43.00   

All listings included on the Brinnon Commu-
nity blog website as well.  Submit ads or 
question to brinnoncrierskendra@gmail.com 

Disclaimer  
The Brinnon Crier has very good relations 
with its sponsors and advertisers. How-
ever, we do not endorse nor guarantee 
any products or services offered. When 
you do use the services of our advertis-
ers, please mention our newsletter. Arti-
cles submitted are the opinion of the 
writer and not necessarily that of the 
Brinnon Crier staff.. 
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~ A  thought from 
your Editor ~  
A new year, a 
new beginning~ 
My sincere apolo-
gies for the delay in 
this month’s Crier. I 
learned how tricky a 
deadline can be 
during a Holiday 
Season. I want to 
Wish you all a very 
prosperous and 
healthy New Year ! 

Brinnon Crier 

Fire Dept. questions? Go 
to: www.brinnonfire.org. 

Decembers’ Puzzle- 
Where can I be found? 
I am the Hamma-
Hamma cabin ! You 
can rent me from the 
Forest Service~ 

Congratulations to Judy Eaglestone 
for being honored as Citizen of the 
Year by the VFW ! 



 South County Addiction Treat-
ment Services 
 
          P.O. Box  702 
      Brinnon, Wa.  983220 
 
                ( 360 ) 302-1134 
                
                  Don E. Kaye, CDP 
                          Owner 

BRINNON CRIER 

HEALTH CLINICS  
 
The Brinnon Community Center 
holds monthly Health Clinics 
open to the community. 
 
FOOT CARE:  is the 1st Tues-
day of the month.The next one 
is February 2nd-(Happy 
Groundhogs Day) 
Appointments are scheduled 
Call Brinnon Community start-
ing at 9:00 a.m. till 4:45 p.m.   
Center office to schedule an 
appointment 360-796-4350. 

Open Volunteer Positions –  
Brinnon  

 
Drivers-Meals on Wheel  one 
hour  per week. Call Jenny 796-
4647 Senior Nutrition cook. 
( See page  12) 
Webmaster for the Brinnon 
Community Blog. If this posi-
tion is not filled, the Blog could 
be discontinued. 
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CLASSES PROVIDED  AT THE CENTER  
YOGA CLASS: Come stretch and gain strength and flex ibility.  Early yoga is on Tues and Fri at 6:45a.m.   Yep! 
that’s early!!  This is the advanced class.  Beginn ers class is at 8:00a.m. Tues and Thur. 
Do you have suggestions for other classes that coul d be conducted at the center, if so please call Sandy 
and give her your suggestion.  796-4350 or email at speterson@olycap.org 

BRINNON CRIER  
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BRINNON COMMUNITY CENTER CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
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*  what can we do as Citizens of the Brinnon Commun ity to create more activity at the 
Community Center?  Come on down to the monthly meet ing on the 1st Thursday of each 
month at 10 am. And speak up. What would you like t o see happening at the center? E-mail 
suggestions to sperson@olycap.org, or call the office at 796-4350.  

THE BRINNON COMMUNITY CENTER now has a COMMUNITY JO B BOARD.  If you have a job to post or are of-
fering your job skills for a particular job...PLEAS E POST ON OUR JOB BOARD located in the recreation 
room.  Local youth want and need jobs.  We encourag e youth and adults looking for work to visit the jo b 
board.  What better way to build trusting relations hips, teach a skill, learn good work ethics and pos sibly create 
a future job opportunity or necessary training.  HE LP BRIDGE THE COMMUNITY THROUGH JOBS!!!  call Sandy   
 
 
 

Tuesday  Wed. Thur . Friday  Saturday  Sunday  Monday  
 

03 
1 pm AA  
Meeting 

04 
7:45 Yoga 
11am Pats 
Soup 

05 
6:45 am Yoga  
9 am Foot Clinic  
1 pm AA Meeting  
5 pm Senior Nutri-
tion  

06 
5 pm Senior Nu-
trition  

09 
12 pm AA Meet-
ing 

08 
6:45 am Yoga 
9 am SCATS 
11 am Pats Soup 

07 
8 am Yoga 
9 am SCATS 
10 am Senior Org. Meet-
ing  
5 pm Senior Nutrition 
 

10 
1 pm AA 
Meeting 

18 
Holiday Martin 
Luther King 
Day Center 
Office Closed 
7:45 am Yoga 
11 am Pats 
Soup 

22  
6:45 Yoga 
9 am SCATS 
11 am Pats Soup 

15 
6:45 am Yoga 
9 am SCATS 
11 am Pats Soup 
12 pm AA Meeting 

20 
5 pm Senior 
Nutrition 

14 
8 am Yoga  
9 am SCATS 
5 pm Senior Nutrition  
 

19 
6:45 am Yoga 
1 pm AA Meeting  
5 pm Senior Nutri-
tion  

13 
5 pm Senior Nutri-
tion  

11 
7:45 am Yoga 
11 am Pats 
Soup 

17 
1 pm AA 
Meeting  

21 
8 am Yoga  
9 am SCATS 
5 pm Senior Nutrition 

12 
6:45 am Yoga 
1 pm AA Meeting 
5 pm Senior Nutri-
tion  

16 
12 pm AA Meet-
ing  

24 
1pm AA 
Meeting  
1pm Judy 
Cemper             
Party 

28 
8 am Yoga 
9 am SCATS 
5 pm Senior Nutrition 

25 
7:45 Yoga 
11 am Pats 
Soup 

27 
5 pm Senior Nutri-
tion  

26 
6:45 am Yoga 
1 pm AA Meeting 
5 pm Senior Nutri-
tion  

23 
12 pm AA Meet-
ing 

30 
12 pm AA Meet-
ing  

29 
6:45 am Yoga 
9 am SCATS 
11 am Pats Soup 

31 
1 pm AA 
Meeting 



SENIOR NUTRITION MENU 

  
 
 

BRINNON CRIER  

If you haven’t stopped by for a bowl of delicious s oup, now’s the time. Soup is $1, desert  is 25-50 c ents; bever-
age  included.  On special days when serving grille d cheese sandwiches with soup or serving salad bar the 
cost may be $2.  Still a bargain anyway you count.  Put  your name in the drawing and who knows, you m ay win 
a free lunch.  

5 

DONATIONS: Seniors 60+ and spouse: $3-$5 each, Requ ired $7 under 60 yrs, $5 
under 10 yrs.  Frozen dinners are available for mic ro waving.  All dinners include 
entrees and vegetables.  Reservations are required by 1 PM the day before the 
meal Call 360-796-4647 for reservations.  Menu is s ubject to change without no-
tice.  Please call in all cancellations  so  the co ok can prepare properly 796-4647 
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      Tuesday                                                 Wednesday                                Thursday 

                                                          6 
Soup D’Jour, Baked Chicken, 
Vegetable, Oat Muffin,  
Fresh Orange Wedges.    

                                                  5 
Cole Slaw, Baked Fish, 
Steamed Rice, Vegetable of 
the day, Baked Apples 

 SOUP KITCHEN... 
Soups are served Mondays and Fridays 11a.m. - 

1p.m. Open to the public. 

                                                           7 
Green Salad, Chicken Fried Steak 
with Country Gravy, Mashed Po-
tatoes, Vegetable, Pudding 

                                                     14 
             Cooks Choice 
 

Anne Waller is the Winner of Free Soup-Come and 
sign up  and Win free soup for a Month ! 

                                                     21 
Broccoli Salad, Swiss Steak, But-
tered Noodles, Vegetable, Apple 
Crisp 

                                                     28 
              Cooks Choice 

                                                     13 
Caesar Salad, Spaghetti and 
Meatballs, Garlic Bread, Vegeta-
ble, Mixed Berries with Cream 

                                                     20 
Vegetable Soup, Garlic Shrimp 
Stir Fry, Fried Rice, Pineapple 
Tidbits 

                                                    27 
Waldorf Salad, Baked Fish Flor-
entine, Steamed Rice, Vegetable, 
Gelatin  

                                               12 
Green Salad, BBQ Pork/Bun, 
Vegetable, Peach Cobbler 

                                              19 
Green Salad, Kielbasa, Sauer-
kraut, Roasted Potatoes, 
Vegetable, Sherbet 

                                               26 
Green Salad, Meatloaf, Garlic 
Mashed Potatoes W/ Gravy, 
Vegetable, Brownie 

  Jan  4th  Turkey Noodle    Elaine               J an 22nd     Taco Soup   Stan 
  Jan  8th   Ham & Bean     Elaine                J an 25th      Beef veggie  Sherry 
  Jan 11th  Corn Chowder   Sherry                Ja n 29th      Minestrone   Elaine 
  Jan 15th  Clam Chowder  Sherry 
  Jan 18th  Tomato w/grilled cheese or tuna sandwic h   Stan 



Kayak rentals and shellfishing  excursions  

BRINNON CRIER 
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          Easy Apple Betty  
6 cups sliced apples 
1 Tb. Flour 
1 Tb. Sugar 
1 tsp. cinnamon 
(raisins too) 
Topping of flour and brown 
sugar~ 
 
Cook in microwave 4-5 
Min. 
Put in pie plate, add top-
ping of flour and brown 
sugar , little butter. 
 
Bake *350– 45 min. 
Let cool a few minutes and 
top with 
whipped 
cream. 
Yum! 

Free Tax Preparation  Service In 
Brinnon and Quilcene  
 
Free income tax preparation and filing ser-
vice is offered for residents of the Brinnon 
and Quilcene areas. OlyCAP will be spon-
soring a Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
(VITA) program providing free tax prepara-
tion, personal assistance and electronic 
filing for low to moderate-income taxpay-
ers, particularly those eligible to claim the 
Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC).  
 
Bob Rude, a well regarded and experi-
enced tax accountant and south county 
resident, is providing these volunteer ser-
vices at the Quilcene Community Center 
and the Brinnon Community Center from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the following sched-
ule: 
 
Quilcene:  
Thursdays: February 4 th, 11th and 25th, 
March 4 th, 18th and 25th, April 8th. Call 765-
3321 for an appointment. 
 
Brinnon:  
Saturdays:  February 20th, March 
13th, April 3rd. Call 796-4350 for an 
appointment. 
 
Taxpayers are encouraged to bring a copy 
of their 2008 tax return, photo ID and social 
security card for themselves and their de-
pendents, W-2s, 1099s and any statement 
reporting income, dividends or interest. 
 
Additionally, OlyCAP will provide a bene-
fits coordinator on these days to assist 
residents in obtaining information on eligi-
bility for various state and federal pro-
grams and access to healthcare and other 
social service benefits. 
 
For additional information con-
tact:  Peter Badame 360-385-2571 
ext. 6328 



 

1. A Ball - A Fish - A Cold 
2. A Ball - A Salad - A Coin 
3. A Cork - A Question - A Balloon 
4. A Bottle - A Baseball Player - A Mushroom 
5. A Bell - Mouth - A Shoe 
6. A Tug of War - The Nightly News - A Boat 
7. Seventeen - Time - People 
8. A Basketball Court - A Highway - A Bowling Alley  
9. Fog - A Jack - A Body Builder 
10. A Hockey Game - A Restaurant - A Bank 

Year  Regular meeting – Wednesday, Janu-
ary 13, 2009 – 6:30 p.m. 
What Does the New Water Rule Mean to 
You? 
  
            At the end of December an in stream 
flow rule was officially imposed on most of 
east Jefferson County by the state’s De-
partment of Ecology. The rule imposes 
strict restrictions on new water uses for 
people and farms. What will the rule mean 
for you and what is being done about it? 
Bring your questions and get your answers 
from locals who have been intimately in-
volved with the issue – Dick Bergeron, Chi-
macum Grange; Teren MacLeod, Jefferson 
County Realtors; Dennis Schultz, Conser-
vation District; Wayne King, PUD Commis-
sioner; Bill Graham, PUD. 
  
Special presentation – Wednesday, January 
20 – 6:30 p.m. 
How Does Your Garden Grow? 
Soils 
  
            Now is the time to be prepping your 
soils for the spring and summer growing 
seasons. Come join Farmer Roger Short as 
he discusses the fundamentals of soils and 
soil preparation. This is a joint presentation 
of the Chimacum Grange and AmeriCorps. 

January 2010 vol. 4 # 1 BRINNON CRIER 
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Installation and Sales of Windows 
Auto Glass 
And More 
Wide selection of glass styles 
Contractor# NWOLYOG94600 

Chimacum Grange News 
contact us by phone at 360-732-0015 or e-
mail at chimacumgrange@gmail.com 

Let’s all resolve to make this a “Yes we 
can!”  
year for the Chimacum Grange. 
Happy New Year 

 

Play the puzzle and find the 
answers in the next  issue of 
the Crier-Thanks for playing ! 

This Months Puzzle 

What's a commonym you 
ask?  A commonyms is 
group of words that have a 
common trait in the three 
words/items listed.  For ex-
ample: the words; A car - A 
tree - An elephant.. they all 
have trunks. These will make 
you think! 



BRINNON CRIER 
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The Brinnon Senior Organization 
would like to thank the many adver-
tisers in this newsletter for their con-
tinued support, it is through their 
participation this newsletter is possi-
ble.  We had to raise some of the 
rates to provide the needed support 
to keep up with the growing cost of 
printing and mailing service.  
THANKS AGAIN TO ALL THE ADVER-
TISERS! 
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  Cards Anyone?  
 
1st Thursday after Senior 
Org.   meeting and Brunch- 
Stay and lets play !! 
Pinochle, cribbage, pool ... 
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The kids decorating  
Christmas cookies ~ 



BRINNON CRIER 
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DESIGNS UNLIMITED 
 

CUSTOM HOME DESIGNS 
 
 
 

Specializing in designing  
waterfront and view homes 
that reflect your lifestyle. 

 
 
 
 

Gene Thompson 
Principal Designer 

 
1085 Black Point Road 

Brinnon, WA 98320 
360-796-3058 

Windermere  
Hood Canal 

Quality 
Integrity 
Service 

 

For all your 
real estate needs. 

Valerie Schindler  
Owner/Broker 

 

Brinnon Office 
31 Brinnon Lane 

Brinnon, Washington 98320 
Business 360-796-3450 
Toll Free 888-796-3450  

308913 US Hwy 101      Tel: 796-4611 

$9.99 for 
12” Pepperoni 

Eat in or take out  

We also offer  
hot or cold  
sandwiches   
Hot Soup  
everyday 

Freshly Baked Pizza  

Little Dinghy 

Any 16” 
Pizza 
$2.00  
off 

Mention 
this ad 
Limit 1  

per visit 

OPEN 
DAILY 

  

9am - 8pm 
 

Last orders 1/2 
hour before 

closing  

January 2010 vol. 4 # 1 

Dancing Shoes? 
  
Dance Lessons - Beginning Rumba at 6:00 & Beginning  ChaCha at 7:00 followed by 1/2 
hr. practice session. 5-week series starting Thursd ay, January 7. Chimacum Grange, 9572 
Rhody Dr., $10 per class, discount for entire serie s. 360-385-0681. 
            Each dance is a separate class at $10 e ach. Grange members are given a 20% dis-
count so they would pay $8 per class. There is an a dditional discount for purchasing the 
entire 5-week series. 
            Rumba - If you're looking for something  new or want to polish up on your skills, 

this fun and easy-to-learn dance is for you. For a little livelier pace, try Cha-Cha, also fun and eas y to 
learn. Latin styling makes all the difference and s tyling instruction will be included. You'll be danc ing 
like the stars in no time! No partner necessary. St op by and meet new people. Men, there are plenty 
of ladies waiting to dance with you. 

Congrats also to Sherry Adcock for 
winning the  monthly drawing for a 
$ 25 certificate from the Halfway 
House-Ask how You can Win ! 

Congratulaiions to Mike and Gloria 
Eastman for the Midnight 
New Years Eve arrival of 
Tinkerbell !  
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CAR IN DITCH 
DRIVER IN TREE 
THE MOON WAS FULL 
AND SO WAS HE. 
Burma Shave 
 
PASSING SCHOOL 
ZONE 
TAKE IT SLOW 
LET OUR LITTLE 
SHAVERS GROW  
Burma Shave 

  

  

 For some of us, this brings back great memories.  For you 
younger ones, you don't know what you missed! 
 
 
 
For those who never saw any of the  Burma Shave sig ns, here is a quick lesson in our 
history of the 1930's and '40's. Before there were interstates, when everyone drove the 
old 2 lane roads, Burma Shave signs would be posted  all over the countryside in farm-
ers' fields. 
They were small red signs with white letters. Five signs,  
about 100 feet apart, each containing 1 line of a 4  line couplet......and the obligatory 5th 
sign advertising  Burma Shave, a popular shaving cr eam. 
 
Here are more of the actual signs: 
 
 
DON'T STICK YOUR ELBOW  
OUT SO FAR 
IT MAY GO HOME 
IN ANOTHER CAR. 
BURMA SHAVE  
 
TRAINS DON'T WANDER 
ALL OVER THE MAP 
'CAUSE NOBODY SITS 
IN THE ENGINEER'S LAP 
Burma Shave  
 
SHE KISSED THE HAIRBRUSH 
BY MISTAKE 
SHE THOUGHT IT WAS 
HER HUSBAND JAKE 
Burma Shave 

DON'T LOSE YOUR 
HEAD 
TO GAIN A MINUTE 
YOU NEED YOUR HEAD 
YOUR BRAINS ARE IN 
IT 
Burma shave 

THE ONE WHO DRIVES 
WHEN HE'S BEEN 
DRINKING 
DEPENDS ON YOU 
TO DO HIS THINKING 
Burma Shave 

Contributed by Stan Walter 
Watch for more to follow in next months edition ! 

Brinnon Parent Teacher  
Organization 
The PTO meets the @2nd 
Tuesday of the month at the Brinnon School.  Our du es are only $ 1 
for the school year. The PTO helps provide material s, field trips,  
scholarships, and other needs that are not provided  for in the school 
budget.. Our two major fund raisers are the Annual Fall Festival held 
around Halloween time and the Spring Auction that i s held in April. 
Contact Candy Johnston for info about the School Ca lendar. 

Remember Burma Shave? 



How to Lock Your Car and Why  
I locked my car. As I walked away I heard my car do or  
unlock. I went back and locked my car again three t imes. Each 
time, as soon  
as I started to walk away, I would hear it unlock a gain!! Naturally  
alarmed, I looked around and there were two guys si tting in a car 
in the  
fire lane n ext to the store. They were obviously w atching me intently, and  
there was no doubt they were somehow involved in th is very weird situation.  
I quickly chucked the errand I was on, jumped in my  car and sped away. I  
went straight t o the police station, told them wha t had happened, and found  
out I was part of a new, and very successful, schem e being used to gain  
entry into cars. Two weeks later, my friend's son h ad a similar  
happening....  
While traveling, my friend's son stopped at a roads ide  rest area  
to use the bathroom.. When he came out to his car l ess than 4-5 minutes  
later, someone had gotten into his car and stolen h is cell phone, laptop  
computer, GPS navigator, 
briefcase.....you name it. He 
called the police  
and since there were no 
signs of his car being bro-
ken into, the police told  
him he had been a victim of 
the latest robbery tactic -- 
there is a device  
that robbers are using now 
to clone your security code 
when you lock your  
doors on your car using 
your key-chain locking de-
vice..  
They sit a distance away and watch for their next v ictim.  
They know you are going inside of the store, restau rant, or bathroom and  
that they now have a few minutes to steal and run. The police officer said  
to manually lock your car door-by hitting the lock button inside the car --  
that way if there is someone sitting in a parking l ot watching for their  
next victim, it will not be you.  
When you hit the lock button on your car upon exiti ng, it  
does not send the security code, but if you walk aw ay and use the door lock  
on your key chain, it sends the code through the ai rwaves where it can be  
instantly stolen.  
This is very real.  

BRINNON CRIER 

Josh Dougherty, Owner/Operator     360-531-1316 Cel l 
P.O. Box 40 ~ Brinnon, WA 98320     360-796-0861 Of fice 
Contr.# BLACKR*948BR                    360-796-086 2 Fax 
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Contributed by Dan Culpepper 
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BINGO 
COME JOIN US FOR BINGO 
EVERY SATURDAY WITH THE EARLY BIRD GAME STARTING AT  6:45. 
WE SERVE GOOD TREATS FROM THE SNACK BAR AND PLAY BI NGO 
WITH THE FRIENDLY FOLKS. WHAT A NICE WAY TO Spend A  
DREARY Winter saturday EVE-

The Booster Club meets on the 
FIRST Tuesday of every month 
at 7:00pm. (Feb. 2nd is the next 
one- )The Booster Club houses 
the Food Bank, the Brinnon 
Community Theater, summer 
and Christmas flea markets. The 
VFW and Ladies Aux, Dose Dux, 
building rental for weddings, fu-
neral memorials, birthday 
party’s, meetings and many 
other functions. We have Bingo 
every Saturday night. Come join 
us at our meetings and share 
ideas to make ours a better com-
munity. 

It is time to renew 2010 dues. 

$10.00 per person 

Please fill out, detach and return to the Brinnon 
Booster Club, P.O. Box 21 

Brinnon WA. 98320 

Mr/Mrs./Ms. 

 

Address 

_________________________________________
_______________________________  

Feb.  6th join us early 
for  Bakery  

You are invited to join our work-
ing club of woman of all ages. 
We have two fund raisers each 
year to raise money for scholar-
ships to award to our Brinnon 
and Quilcene graduates. We 
give money to our local school 
to purchase items on their wish 
list each year. Some of our mem-
bers volunteer to clean a portion 
of 101 highway several times a 
year. We meet on the 4th Thurs-
day at 11:00 at the Brinnon 
Booster Club. Our meetings 
usually start with an interesting 
program, lunch and followed by 
a short business meeting. 
  
Please come to our meeting, en-
joy the program and stay for a 
delicious lunch presented by 
some of our members. 

Booster Club News 

 

Up and Coming Feb.12th 
Benefit Dinner at the Booster Club 
Watch for info and to buy tickets contact 
Sherry Adcock at: 796-0454 
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George Sickel 
Brinnon 
Emergency CPR everyone should know: 
Go to- 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Vap7T6LTGV4 
  
http://www.sciencedaily.com/
releases/2009/11/091115191015.htm 
  
http://circ.ahajournals.org/cgi/content/
full/116/25/e566 
  

Keep the Home Fires Burning…in the Fireplace  
  
As temperatures drop, the threat of home fires rise s due to the increased use of alternative heating 
sources, such as space heaters, fireplaces and wood  stoves.  While these alternative methods of 
heating are certainly acceptable, they are also a m ajor contributing factor in residential fires. 
  
Fire departments in Washington State reported that approximately half of all home heating fires occur 
during the winter months.  Heating equipment was in volved in over 1,300 structure fires in 2008, re-
sulting in two fire deaths and nearly $6.9 million in property loss.  “Many of these fires can be pre-
vented.  Unfortunately, many people are unaware of the fire risks when heating with wood and solid 
fuels,” says State Fire Marshal Mike Matlick.  “By educating themselves about the equipment and fol-
lowing some simple home heating tips, residents can  help prevent fires.” 
  
Fireplaces and Wood Stoves – 
Be sure the fireplace or stove is installed properl y.  Wood stoves should have adequate clearance (3 
feet) from combustible surfaces and proper floor su pport and protection.  Have the chimney in-
spected annually and cleaned if necessary. 
Keep a glass or metal screen in front of the firepl ace opening, to prevent embers or sparks from 
jumping out and unwanted material from going in.  K eep flammable materials away from your fire-
place mantel. 
Never close your damper with hot ashes in the firep lace.  Allow ashes to cool and dispose of them in 
a metal container. 
  
Space Heaters – 
Be sure your heater is in good working condition.  Inspect for cracked, frayed or broken plugs or 
loose connections and exhaust parts for carbon buil dup.  Be sure the heater has an emergency shut 
off in case it is tipped over. 
Space heaters need space.  Keep all things that can  burn, such as paper, bedding or furniture, at leas t 
3 feet away from heating equipment. 
Never use fuel burning appliances without proper ro om venting, burning fuel can produce deadly 
fumes.  Use ONLY the fuel recommended by the heater  manufacturer. 
Plug power cords only into outlets with sufficient capacity and never into an extension cord. 
  
Protect Your Home – 
Install smoke alarms in every bedroom, outside each  sleeping area and on every level of the home.  
For the best protection, interconnect all smoke ala rms throughout the home - when one sounds, they 
all sound.  Test smoke alarms at least once a month . 
Install and maintain a carbon monoxide alarm in a c entral location outside each sleeping area. 

AFFORDABLE HEALTH CARE 
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Vision, Prescriptions 
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Health Coverage 
www.MedicalCoverageForSure.com 
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